
Dear Community Partner:  
 
Sterling Main Street is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization dedicated to the revitalization of Downtown 
Sterling. Sterling Main Street was recognized as one of Illinois’ Main Street programs and received National 
Main Street accreditation in 2009 by the National Trust for Historic Preservation. Sterling Main Street has 
maintained its accreditation with Main Street AmericaTM annually since then.  
 
The Main Street movement grew out of a recognition that a community is only as strong 
as its core. In an era when many people had given up hope about the commercial and 
cultural viability of downtown, and when suburbs, shopping malls, and big box retailers 
were dominating the American landscape, this seemed like an unlikely proposition. But, 
over the last four decades, the Main Street movement has proven that downtowns are 
the heart of our communities, and that a community is only as strong as its core.  
 
We believe that everyone deserves access to a vibrant neighborhood – a place that has a thriving local 
economy, is rich in character, and features inviting public spaces that make residents and visitors feel that 
they belong.  
 
Main Street empowers communities to set their own destinies. While revitalization is challenging work, the 
Main Street program offers a road-map for locally-owned, locally-driven prosperity. Across the country, 
thousands of communities have used the Main Street Approach to transform their economies, leverage local 
leadership, and improve overall quality of life.  
 
In 2019 we celebrate 10 years of being a part of this amazing nation-wide network, and more importantly, 
the local accomplishments resulting from the use of the Main Street Approach.  As we plan our programs 
and events for the coming year, we are seeking your support through our annual partnership campaign.  As 
you consider your investment in Sterling Main Street, please take a moment to review our accomplishments 
of the past decade, goals for the future, and the benefits of being a Main Street partner.  In addition to 
business partnership and sponsorship opportunities, individual and family donations are welcome.  

 

 

it doesn’t seem all that long ago, but let’s look back at the 

changes that have occurred since 2008, when we submitted our second 
application (yes, it took two attempts) to become an accredited Main 
Street community.  Much has been accomplished! 
 
Sterling Main Street’s façade grant program has had a significant impact on the 
look of our downtown.  Through our partnership with Sterling Today, Inc., Sterling 
Main Street has awarded more than $325,000 in 30+ projects in the Downtown 
Business District since 2008.  
 

The Martin Building 

in 2008 (left) and  

today (below) 



Businesses have come and gone in the downtown district over 
the past decade.  Longtime businesses such as SBM and 
Grummert’s Hardware remain anchors of the downtown, while 
great additions such as Mead’s Bike Shop and UOI Boutique, 
and many others, have chosen to make the downtown their 
homes. 
 

The Twin City Farmers Market continues to grow as the region’s only year
-round indoor farmers market.  The 40+ year tradition of Hot Dog Day 
each August has seen new energy.  Sights & Sounds marked its 25th 
anniversary and is in a season of growth.  Movies at Grandon is getting 
ready to enter its 8th season of summertime movies; and the Main 
Street Car Show is revving up for its 6th year.  Newer events such as 
Hops on the Rock and our Sip & Shop events are quickly becoming 
community favorites of both locals and visitors.   

 
 

Our downtown is looking better than ever.  Façade 
renovations continue, and long-vacant buildings are 
being rehabbed.  Colorful annuals continue to expand 
their blooms throughout the downtown each summer, 
and elegant white lights enhance the holiday season. 

 

 
As Sterling Main Street begins to chart its course for the next 10 years, we spent 
much of 2018 reflecting on the past decade and developing new Transformation 
Strategies (Main Street lingo...ask us about it!).  Taking a fresh look at the Main Street 
America™ approach, the Sterling Main Street board and staff are going “back to 
basics” as we continue our efforts in the revitalization of Downtown Sterling.  New 
volunteers are being recruited and committees restructured as we focus our work 
on ensuring a thriving and quality mix of businesses in the downtown, including 
unique retail shops, diverse dining and nightlife options and service-based 
businesses.  We will also be doing our part in the community-wide efforts taking 
place in workforce development, and helping spread the word that Sterling, Illinois is 
a great place to live, work, play, raise a family, and so much more. 
 
 

Once again, volunteers continue to be the lifeblood of the Main Street organization, 
as 225+ volunteers dedicated more than 2200 hours of their time to help bring 
Sterling Main Street’s vision to life in 2018. 
 

 
While Downtown Sterling has undergone much positive transformation over the past decade, there is much 
yet to be accomplished.  We hope to:   

❖ Continue to expand and develop retail promotional activities with the downtown merchants to 
enhance the economic vitality of the downtown district. 

❖ Continue core community events and activities such as Movies at Grandon, annual Car Show, Hot 
Dog Day, Hops on the Rock and Seasonal Sights & Sounds.  

❖ Continue to expand the Twin City Farmers Market for both vendors and customers, making it a 
premier agritourism destination in the Sauk Valley. 

❖ Continue to promote our Façade Grant program to property owners within the Downtown 
Business District.  

❖ Continue to grow in our working relationship with the City of Sterling and assist wherever 
possible in the implementation of its Strategic and Riverfront Redevelopment Plans and the 
revitalization of the Downtown Business District.  

❖ Continue to partner with Sterling Today, Inc., the Greater Sterling Development Corp., Sauk Valley 
Area Chamber of Commerce, the Small Business Development Center at Sauk Valley Community 
College, and other community partners in economic development activities for the betterment of 
the greater Sterling area. 
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As it looked in 
2013 (Left) and 
today (below) 
UOI Boutique & 
Merle Norman 

2018 Christmas Tree Lighting Lamppost Flower Baskets  

ready to be hung 

Volunteers from the BLIND 

Student Leadership Group 

help with Hot Dog Day 2018 



 

❖ 

 Your partnership advertises your business.  Sterling Main Street advertises its partners on a variety of 
media platforms.  Your partnership contribution directly affects your level of advertising exposure. 

 

❖ 

 Your partnership shows the public and other businesses that the community’s image and prosperity are 
important to you.  

 

❖  

Event-goers, fellow businesses and our volunteers will recognize your support by supporting you.  You 
help to instill community pride and partnership. 

 

❖ 

 You will have the opportunity to interact with other businesses, individuals and public officials in a fun 
social setting.  

 

❖ 

 Main Street is focused on keeping the core of our community vibrant and thriving for generations to 
come.  Your support helps us with hosting community family events, local historic preservation, 
promoting our downtown activities and strengthening our business-to-business activities.  We know that 
a strong downtown makes Sterling a more enticing place to start a business or raise a family. 

 

 
In addition to the many specific event-related promotional opportunities outlined on the following pages, 
Sterling Main Street has a number of ongoing programs and revitalization efforts for which funding is also 
needed.  Your unrestricted Partnership Contributions will be used to help support these activities as well as  
specific events where needed.    Partnership opportunities are available for both businesses and individuals. 
 
Unrestricted Partnership Contributions will be recognized as follows: 
 

________    Name listed on website & social media 
       0-$99 
 
________    Name listed on website & social media w/ link to  
       $100-$499   business website or social media of choice 
 
________     Logo on website & social media w/ link to business       
              $500+   website or social media of choice. 
 
 
 

A new opportunity for 2019 is sponsorship of one (or more) of the downtown lamppost 
flowerbaskets, as we look to continue to expand the number of baskets we have throughout the 
downtown.  The annual cost for the flowers, installation and watering needs is approximately 
$200 per basket.  Help us keep downtown beautiful and sponsor a basket this season!    
The baskets are typically hung in early June and remain up through early October (weather 
permitting). A recognition marker will be hung on each of your sponsored baskets. 
 

______  
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Returning for its 6th year!  This event continues to grow.  We will once again be working with the Sauk Valley Shifters who host 
their annual Swap Meet on this date in conjunction with the show. 
   

◊ Partner-provided signage at event                Small logo on event banner 
◊ Logo on event banner                   Mention in event announcement 

◊ Mention in event announcements                Name listed on all printed materials 
◊ Logo on all printed materials                  Promotion on website & social media 
◊ Promotion on website & social media    

 Partner-provided promotional items at info tent  
 Name listed on event banner 
◊ Mention in event announcement 
◊ Promotion on website & social media 

 

    

Celebrating its 3rd year, our annual Craft Beer Festival is quickly becoming a key event for Downtown Sterling.  The event saw 
significant growth in 2018 and is poised for even larger success in 2019.  Hops on the Rock will find its home in the new 
Sterling Marketplace slated for construction in early 2019. 
 

◊ Partner-provided signage at event               Small logo on event banner  
◊ Logo on event banner                  Mention in event announcements 

◊ Mention in event announcements               Name listed on all printed materials 
◊ Logo on all printed materials                 Promotion on website & social media 

◊ Promotion on website & social media               2 General Admission tickets to the event 
◊ 2 VIP tickets to the event 

        
◊ Name listed on event banner 
◊ Mention in event announcements 
◊ Promotion on website & social media 

 

 

In partnership with the Sauk Valley Area Chamber of Commerce we welcome the holiday season!  
 

◊ Partner-provided signage at event               Small logo on event banner 

◊ Logo on event banner                  Name listed on all printed materials &  
◊ Logo on all printed materials & advertising   advertising 

◊ Promotion on website & social media               Promotion on website & social media  

 Booth Space during Christmas Walk    
    

 Name listed on event banner 
◊ Mention in event announcement 
◊ Promotion on website & social media 
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Our FREE outdoor summer movie program continues. We’re mixing it up this year with a variety of 
new animated features, throw-backs and classics!       
     

      June 4 -  Ralph Breaks the Internet 
          10 Opportunities (2 per movie)       June 18 - The Princess Bride 

◊ Partner-provided signage and booth space at your choice of movie  July 2 -  Smallfoot 
◊ Logo on event banner and in all printed materials, including    July 16 - Casablanca 
       social media & website       July 30 - Incredibles 2 
 

◊ Listed on event banner 
◊ Listed in all printed materials, including social media & website 

 
 

Still in their early years, these Sip & Shop events are great boosts of energy to our downtown, showcasing the wide variety of 
businesses available, and we are seeing growth with each event! 
 

 Logo on all printed materials (except sampling glasses)  
 Mention in event announcements    
 Promotion on website & social media 
 Booth Space at venue TBD during event 
 2 event tickets 

  
 
 
 

      

New in 2018, this monthly night market was well received and we’re excited by its growth!  Dale Park will once again be 
transformed featuring local artists, crafters and a wide variety of vendors, along with food & entertainment.  

 

 Logo on all printed materials      
 Partner-provided signage at event      
 Booth space at each event      
 Promotion on website & social media    

 
 

  (for the 4 month series) 
 Name  listed on all printed materials 
 Promotion on website & social media 
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Our signature fundraising dinner benefiting the Twin City Farmers Market ’s continued growth.  As we celebrate National 
Farmer’s Market Week, this specialty dining event features a 5-course meal using locally-sourced foods from our Market 
Vendors and regional beer and/or wine pairings. Limited tickets are available for this unique event.   
 

    
 Logo on all printed materials     
 Partner-provided signage at event     
 Promotion on website & social media 
 2 event tickets 

 

 To create a sense of by enhancing the downtown’s physical appearance while 
preserving its historic fabric and authentic character. 

 To create a sense of in strengthening the local economy by supporting the existing 
base, fostering entrepreneurship, development, strategic recruitment and use of space. 

 To create a sense of in bringing the community together to build consensus 
and a common vision; by developing partnerships that add resources and lead revitalization. 

 To create a sense of , positioning Downtown Sterling as the center of activity, 
marketing its unique assets and promoting its positive image. 

 
Please feel free to contact Sterling Main Street at any time throughout the 

year should you have questions regarding your partnership benefits,   
or would like additional information on any of our activities. 

 
We encourage ongoing input and feedback from our partners.  We would love to hear from you! 

 
 

 

Brian Grummert, President | Grummert’s Hardware  Shelley Gottel/John Brady | Sterling Today, Inc. 
Sheila Martinez, Vice-President | US Bank    Kris Noble | Sauk Valley Area Chamber 
Nick Lareau, Secretary | Edward Jones    Scott Shumard | City of Sterling 
Jon Byar, Treasurer | Midland States Bank  
Dana McCoy | CGH Medical Center 
Mike Sprague |  State Farm Insurance 
Linnea Koch | LK Design Source 
Mark Jennings | Re/Max Sauk Valley    
Anna Garcia | VeriFacts     Janna Groharing | Executive Director 
Joe Bright | Sauk Valley Community College   Lori VanOosten | Marketing Assistant 



 I would like to be 
contacted about other 
opportunities available to 
help support Main Street 
Activities & Events 

 I would like to receive 
periodic emails from 
Sterling Main Street to 
keep up to date  on 
activities, events and 
promotions happening 
within the downtown 
district.  

 I would be interested in 
learning more about 
volunteer opportunities 
with Sterling Main Street 
for myself and/or my 
employee(s). 

 I would like to set up a 
meeting with staff or a 
board member to discuss 
my ideas or concerns 
regarding the downtown 
district. 

Business/Organization:  __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Name:  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City:  _________________________________________  State: __________________________      Zip Code: ____________________ 

Preferred Phone:  ___________________________________   Email:_____________________________________________________ 

Please check off the support levels for one or more of the events you wish to support.   
As a 501(c)3 non-profit organization, your contributions may be tax deductible.   

100% of all Partnership Contributions are reinvested in the community. 

 

 Presenting   $1,000 

 Event           $   500 

 Supporting $   100 
 
 

 Presenting  $1,000 

 Event  $   500 

 Supporting $   100 
 
 

 Presenting   $1,000 

 Event           $   500 

 Supporting  $   100 

 Presenting   $  500 
 

 ____ of baskets x $200 
 

 Foundation   
        ______________ 
 ($500+) 
 

 Cornerstone   
        ______________ 
 ($100-499) 
 

 Friend   
        ______________ 
 ($1-99)    

 Presenting  $300 
       ___ Ralph Breaks the Internet 
         ___ The Princess Bride 
         ___ Smallfoot 
         ___ Casablanca 
         ___ Incredibles 2 
 

 Supporting $100 

 

   Presenting   $250 ea. 
       ___ Sip into Spring 
       ___ Sip into Fall 

 

 Presenting   $500 

 Supporting   $100  

 Pay in Full  (  Payment Enclosed  /   Invoice Me) 

 3 equal installments billed March 1, July 1, October 1 

Please make checks payable to “Sterling Main Street” 

Credit Cards Accepted. Please contact the office for details. 




