
 A message from our Executive Director      
 
2021 started out with a great deal of uncertainty as the COVID-19 pandemic lingered on. Moving forward 
with planning for our regular event schedule, we remained cautiously optimistic things would be returning 
to “normal” as the year went on.  
 
In March we moved into our new home in the Sanborn Building, one of Sterling 
Today’s latest projects, located at 15 E. 3rd Street, across from Smoked on 3rd. With 
ample room to spare, the building is being developed into a multi-tenant co-working 
space. We welcomed Destinations Travel to the building in January of this year.  
 
Our event schedule got off to a great start with our May Car Show which saw 148 
vehicles  entered, and a record 50/50 pot. Our monthly Pop-Up Market series during 

the summer got off at a rainy start, but ended with 
record attendance, both in vendors and guests, and 
featured some great live music throughout the series.  
Hot Dog Day returned on the 1st Friday of August with 
7,500 hot dogs offered during the 3 hour event. The BLIND Student 
Leadership Group once again donated their time and provided great 
volunteer assistance in making the event a success. Our Sip into Fall event 
sold out and provided a great boost to our downtown retailers. One of our 
newest downtown businesses, Fringe & Co. Salon & Boutique was able to 
offer a sneak peek into their space during the event as they readied for 
opening. October’s Hops on the Rock was FINALLY able to make the Sterling 
Marketplace its event home.  It was a beautiful day, attendance was fabulous 
and the new venue worked perfectly for this growing—and now award 
winning—event. 

 
The Twin City Farmers Market, located in the historic Twin City Produce 
Building at 106 Avenue A, continues to grow. Our year-round, indoor 
farmers market remains at capacity for vendors. We are grateful for 
the addition of the Sterling Marketplace pavilion, added in 2020, as we 
utilize the space from May through October to allow the Twin City 
Farmers Market much needed expansion. A new handicap accessible 
deck was added on the south side of the building in 2021, making way 
for the rebuilding of the Market’s west-side deck in 2022 - a project 
which is very much need. The Market is also working with the City of 

Sterling to explore possibilities of 
expanding further into the Twin City Produce Building to allow more vendors on 
a year-round basis.  
 
From an organizational standpoint, 2021 was a year of development for Sterling 
Main Street.  The Illinois Main Street program better established itself under the 
umbrella of Main Street America, which provided for more educational 
opportunities for staff and board members to take advantage of, which in turn 

https://www.sterlingmainstreet.org/events/hot-dog-day/
https://www.sterlingmainstreet.org/about-us/


helps us do our jobs better and bring more to the community. Two of the accomplishments I am personally 
most proud of are receiving certification from the National Development Council in historic real estate 
finance, and being asked to serve on the Board of Directors for the Illinois Farmers Market Association 
(ILFMA).  
 
At a planning retreat held in October, the Sterling Main Street board of directors also placed an emphasis 
on rebuilding our core committees – Design. Organization. Promotions. Economic Vitality. Our committees 
are a great way for the community at large to get involved and have a voice in impacting growth in 
Downtown Sterling. We’ve got some lofty goals for 2022 and beyond, but see amazing things happening in 
our community with the current enthusiasm and momentum of our volunteers.  
 

❖ With a focus on entrepreneurship and business development, Sterling 
Main Street is planning development of a retail incubator to provide a 
launching pad for area entrepreneurs to take the next step in growing their 
businesses and expand retail offerings in Downtown Sterling.  

❖ Continuing growth of entrepreneurial opportunities, Sterling Main Street is 
exploring ways to further expand the Twin City Farmers Market, and will 
offer additional Pop-Up Market nights in 2022. 

❖ Sterling Main Street will continue to work closely with the Keystone Group, 
and other collaborative efforts with the Sauk Valley Area Chamber of 
Commerce on key projects such as the Welcome Home campaign to attract 
new and former residents to the greater Sterling area.  

❖ Continue to develop our committees with additional input and volunteers from the community at 
large. 

❖ Continue to promote our Façade Grant program to property owners within the Downtown 
Business District.  

 

Sterling Main Street is a volunteer-driven organization. Without the assistance of our community, our 
activities and events would not be possible. Volunteer opportunities range from serving on an ongoing 
committee for the betterment of our community, to specific task items. Opportunities are available for all 
ages. If you, your employees, friends or family would be interested in becoming more involved through 
donating your time and talent, please contact us for more information.   

 
Please feel free to contact Sterling Main Street at any time throughout the year if you have questions 

regarding your partnership benefits, or would like additional information on any of our activities. 
 

We encourage input and feedback from the community.  We would love to hear from you! 
 

 

Sheila Martinez, President | US Bank   John Brady | Sterling Today, Inc. 
Nick Lareau, Vice-President | Edward Jones    Kris Noble | Sauk Valley Area Chamber 
Mike Sprague, Secretary |  State Farm Insurance  Scott Shumard | City of Sterling 
Jon Byar, Treasurer 
Brian Grummert, Past-President | Grummert’s Hardware      
Robin Duncan | Scholl Insurance    
Anna Garcia | Steel River Systems    Janna Groharing | Executive Director 
Mark Jennings | Xtreme Realty    Lori VanOosten | Marketing Assistant 
Matt Lindstrom | CGH Medical Center        
Justin Shuman  
Joe Strabala-Bright | Sauk Valley Community College  
 
We may be reached by phone at 815-626-8610 or via email at info@sterlingmainstreet.org.  Visit our  
website at www.sterlingmainstreet.org, or follow us on social media @SterlingMainStreet and 
@TwinCityFarmersMarket on Facebook and Instagram.

https://www.sterlingmainstreet.org/2021/12/23/looking-back/
https://www.sterlingmainstreet.org/partners/volunteer/
https://www.sterlingmainstreet.org/about-us/facade-grants/
https://www.sterlingmainstreet.org/partners/volunteer/
https://sterlingmainstreet-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/janna_sterlingmainstreet_org/ES6xXmabMQZIuxj-qk_mznoB9BRDkvNYG8d9cxWzajv7Bw?e=p2HDd9
https://www.sterlingmainstreet.org/about-us/contact-us/
https://www.sterlingmainstreet.org/
https://www.facebook.com/SterlingMainStreet
https://www.facebook.com/twincityfarmersmarket


In addition to the many specific event-related promotional opportunities outlined on the following pages, 
Sterling Main Street has a number of ongoing programs and revitalization efforts for which funding is also 
needed.  Your unrestricted Partnership Contributions will be used to help support these activities as well as  
specific events where needed. Partnership opportunities are welcomed from both businesses and 
individuals.  You can even make a quick and easy donation online! 
 
Unrestricted Partnership Contributions will be recognized as follows: 
 

for donations up to $100 - Name listed on website & social media. 

for donations up to $500 - Name listed on website & social media with 
    link to business website or social media of choice. 
 

for donations over $500—Logo on website & social media w/ link to 
    business website or social media of choice. 

 

Help keep downtown Sterling looking great all summer long with your contribution to help support our lamppost flower 
baskets and other annual plantings.  The cost for the flowers, installation and watering needs is approximately $225 
per basket per season.  Help us keep downtown beautiful and sponsor a basket this season!   The baskets are typically 
hung in early June and remain up through early October (weather permitting).  
 

As the Twin City Farmers Market continues to grow with the addition of the outdoor Marketplace, we continue to make 
improvements to our indoor Market space. 
 
 

*8th Annual* This event continues to see growth each year.   
   

◊ Partner-provided signage at event                Small logo on event banner 

◊ Logo on event banner                   Mention in event announcement 

◊ Mention in event announcements                Name listed on all printed materials 

◊ Logo on all printed materials                  Promotion on website & social media 

◊ Promotion on website & social media    
 Partner-provided promotional items at info tent  

 Name listed on event banner 

◊ Mention in event announcement 

◊ Promotion on website & social media 

      

Expanding for 2022 to 6 Market nights, this bi-monthly market features local artists, crafters and a wide variety of vendors, 
along with food & entertainment.  
 

   

   Logo on all printed materials               Name  listed on all printed materials 
   Partner-provided signage at event              Promotion on website & social media 

   Booth space at each event   
   Promotion on website & social media    

https://checkout.square.site/merchant/MLF7Y7VP31VYQ/checkout/RKK7VHMQJYNDL4ACXHTEGRLP
http://www.twincityfarmersmarket.com/
https://www.sterlingmainstreet.org/events/car-show/
https://www.sterlingmainstreet.org/events/pop-up-market/


Proudly Accredited by 

Our sip &s shop events are a great boost of energy to our downtown businesses showcasing the wide variety of businesses 
located here! 
 

   Logo on all printed materials, including     Name listed on all printed materials 
     event t-shirts (except sampling glasses)                    including event t-shirts 
   Mention in event announcements      Promotion on website & social media 
    Promotion on website & social media      1 event ticket 
    2 event tickets 
 

*5th Annual* Our craft Beer Festival continues to grow and is quickly becoming a key event for Downtown Sterling.  
 

   Partner-provided signage at event      Small logo on event banner  
   Logo on Event Banner       Mention in event announcements 
   Mention in event announcements      Name listed on all printed materials, 
   Logo on all printed materials, including VIP t-shirts      including VIP t-shirts 
   Promotion on website & social media      Promotion on website & social media 
   2 VIP Tickets to the event        2 General Admission tickets to the event 
 
        
           Name listed on event banner 
           Mention in event announcements 
           Promotion on website & social media 
 

In partnership with the Sauk Valley Chamber of Commerce we welcome the holiday season! 
 

   Partner-provided signage at event      Small logo on event banner  
   Logo on Event Banner       Name listed on all printed materials   
   Logo on all printed materials & advertising           and advertising 
   Promotion on website & social media      Promotion on website & social media  
   Booth Space during Christmas Walk    
        
           Name listed on event banner 
           Mention in event announcements 
           Promotion on website & social media 
 
 
While multiple Presenting Partners are welcome for each event, opportunities are limited to 1 per business category 
per event (1 bank, 1 auto dealership, etc). This applies to Presenting status only for those noted with an *, and are 
available on a first committed basis.  
 
 

To submit your pledge please complete the  
response form and return by March 1st to: 

 
Sterling Main Street 

15 E. 3rd Street 
Sterling, IL 61081 

 

https://www.mainstreet.org/home
https://www.ilmainstreet.org/home
https://www.sterlingmainstreet.org/events/wine-walk/
https://www.sterlingmainstreet.org/events/hops-on-the-rock/
https://www.sterlingmainstreet.org/events/seasonal-sights-sounds/
https://forms.gle/XQksQ7BGoTpYHREc8

